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Introduction

É Citation, court & judges

É Material facts

É Procedural history

É Legal issues

É Ratio decidendi

É Obiter dicta

É Result & orders

É General comments

É Group discussion
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Citation, Court & Judges

É Try looking at the first page of case

É Use correct numbers and brackets for the 
citation

É Identify the court (or full court)

É Judges (judgment, agreed, dissentedé)
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Material Facts

É Not the story of what happened

É Only include material facts ïones so important 
that they affect the outcome of the case

É Ask whether extra detail is necessary

É Material facts should provide the basis for legal 
issues 
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Procedural History

É Identify all parties

É What claim was brought?

É Where has the case come from?

É What was decided previously?

É Who appealed? And against what?

É When did the previous judgments occur?
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Legal Issues

É Includes issues on:

ÅWhat the law actually is

ÅHow proceedings were conducted

É Some issues may not be addressed by court

É Use precise language

É Try numbering these

É State these as questions
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Ratio Decidendi

É Answers to legal issues raised in the case

É Reason for decision of the case

É Note exactly what the judges said and how they 
said it

É How this relates to precedent 

É Legal principles (too broad, too specific)

É Use quotes carefully
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Obiter Dicta

É Reasons or principles that are not directly 
related to the case

É Only persuasive not binding

É óIféô and óhoweveréô statements

É Do not include statements from existing law
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Result & Orders

É Outcome of the case

É Was appealed allowed or dismissed?

É In favour of which party?

É Any costs?
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General Comments

É Structure:

ÅHeadings

ÅParagraphs

ÅBullet points & numbering

É Double -check spelling & grammar

É Referencing: 

ÅFootnotes & endnotes

ÅPinpoint referencing

ÅSee the Australian Guide to Legal Citation : 
http://mulr.law.unimelb.edu.au/files/aglcdl.pdf

É Donôt leave it to the last minute!!
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Group Discussion

É Any other questions??




